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 Cello Clinicians 

 David Evenchick (Montreal, QC) 
 Workshop: Cello Masterclass, Group classes 

 David  Evenchick  resides  in  Montreal,  Québec  after  many  years  of  teaching  at  the 
 Preucil  School  of  Music  (Iowa  City)  and  The  Suzuki  String  School  of  Guelph 
 (Ontario).  He  is  the  cello  trainer  for  Laurier  Long  Term  Suzuki  Pedagogy  program  as 
 well  as  the  cello  coordinator  for  the  Southwestern  Ontario  Suzuki  Institute.  Currently 
 David is faculty at the Pre-Conservatoire de Musique de Montréal. 

 He  has  been  a  member  of  the  National  Ballet  of  Canada  Orchestra,  Associate 
 Principal  cello  of  The  Cedar  Rapids  Symphony  (Iowa),  Principal  Cello  of  the  Prince 
 George  (BC)  and  Guelph  Symphony  Orchestras  as  well  as  a  founding  core  player  for 
 the Magisterra Soloists (London Ontario). 

 David  has  a  particular  interest  in  the  research  and  performance  of  compositions  of 
 the  great  Croatian  cello  pedagogue,  Rudolf  Matz.  He  has  been  awarded  the  Anne  T.  Clearly  Fellowship  for 
 International  Doctoral  Research  from  The  University  of  Iowa,  and  he  continues  to  perform  Matz’s  solo  works. 
 Recently David has rekindled his passion for downhill skiing and is now the proud owner of a 1971 Volvo 1800E. 

 Susan Gagnon (Oakville, ON) 
 Workshop: Cello Masterclass, Group classes 

 Susan  Gagnon  is  a  registered  teacher  trainer  with  the  Suzuki  Association  of  the 
 Americas,  giving  courses  in  Canada  and  the  USA.  She  is  also  a  core  member  of  the 
 Phil  and  Eli  Taylor  Academy  for  Young  Artists  at  The  Royal  Conservatory  of  Music, 
 teaching cellists and coaching string quartets. 

 Ms.  Gagnon  holds  a  Bachelor  of  Music  degree  with  Honours  in  Performance  from 
 the  University  of  Western  Ontario.  She  studied  with  Tsuyoshi  Tsutsumi  and  attended 
 master classes at the Banff School of Fine Arts with Janos Starker and Aldo Parisot. 

 Susan  teaches  all  levels  and  ages.  She  is  in  demand  as  a  cello  workshop  and 
 master  class  presenter.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Canadian  Music  Festival  Adjudicators’  Association  and  has 
 adjudicated festivals across Canada. 



 Susan  has  played  with  the  Hamilton  Philharmonic  Orchestra  from  1983-2019.  She  enjoys  performing  chamber 
 music  and  has  been  a  member  of  String  Quartet  Panache,  the  Toronto  Arts  Trio,  and  the  Chrysalis  Piano 
 Quartet. 

 Several  of  the  quartets  that  Susan  has  coached  have  won  Provincial  Finals,  CMC  finals  and  been  awarded  the 
 SOCMI  scholarship  to  participate  in  events  at  the  Banff  String  Quartet  competition.  Susan  has  been  a  regular 
 faculty  member  at  Music  at  Port  Milford,  an  international  summer  music  camp  that  teaches  chamber  music  to 
 teens, since 1995. 

 Susan  Gagnon  has  been  an  examiner  for  the  RCM  since  1995,  compiled  the  1995,  2007  and  2013  Cello  Syllabi 
 as  well  as  the  2013  repertoire  books  for  the  Royal  Conservatory  Music  Development  Program.  Ms.  Gagnon  is 
 also a Certified Teacher with the RCM Teacher Certification program. 

 She  has  been  on  the  faculty  at  Suzuki  Institutes  across  Canada  and  throughout  the  US,  teaching  both  teachers 
 and  students.  Susan  was  Chamber  Music  coordinator  for  the  2014  Suzuki  Association  of  the  Americas 
 Bi-annual  conference.  She  was  formerly  the  Chair  of  the  Suzuki  Association  of  Ontario.  Susan  is  also  one  of  the 
 coordinators of the RCM Suzuki program. 

 Violin & Viola Clinicians 

 Anne Buttemer (Waterloo, ON) 
 Workshop: Violin Masterclass, Group classes 

 Anita  Buttemer  is  a  co-founder  and  Artistic  Director  of  STEW,  the  Suzuki  Talent  Education  of  Waterloo,  where 
 she has been teaching violin, viola, and enrichment classes including orchestra since 2009. 

 Anita  holds  a  Master  of  Music  in  Suzuki  Pedagogy  from  Ithaca  College  and  a  Bachelor  of  Music  in  Performance 
 from  the  University  of  Toronto.  She  has  taught  Suzuki  Method  violin  and  viola  since  1988,  and  has  been  an 
 active Suzuki parent since 1999. 

 Previously,  Anita  has  taught  at  the  North  York  Suzuki  School  of  Music  in  Toronto,  the  Waldorf  School  of  the 
 Finger  Lakes  in  Ithaca,  New  York,  and  the  Suzuki  String  School  of  Guelph.  Currently,  Anita  performs  with  the 
 Waterloo  Chamber  Players,  and  is  first  violin  of  the  Quinten  Quartet.  Additionally  she  works  as  a  freelance 
 musician in Southwestern Ontario. 

 Anita  has  appeared  as  a  guest  clinician  for  various  Suzuki  events  in  Canada,  Europe,  and  the  USA  including  the 
 Suzuki  Association  of  Ontario  student  days  and  as  an  adjudicator  at  Kiwanis  Music  Festivals.  Anita  has  served 
 as a board member of both the Suzuki Association of Ontario and the Southwestern Ontario Suzuki Institute. 

 Anita lives in Waterloo, Ontario, with her husband Mike. 



 Jerzy Kaplanek (Waterloo, ON) 
 Workshop: Violin Masterclass, Group classes 

 Internationally renowned violinist  Jerzy Kapłanek  has established 
 himself as a chamber musician, member of the celebrated Penderecki 
 String Quartet, soloist, dedicated teacher, adjudicator, artistic director of 
 QuartetFest and lately as a jazz violinist. 

 He  performs  throughout  Europe,  Asia,  and  North  and  South  America 
 over  80  concerts  each  season.  His  album  of  works  by  Karol 
 Szymanowski  with  pianist  Stéphan  Sylvestre  was  highly  praised  by  The 
 Strad  magazine  as  “an  outstanding  release”.  His  discography  with  the 
 Penderecki  Quartet  comprises  over  two  dozen  CD’s  (Marquis,  Eclectra, 

 CBC, CMC, EMI labels), including the highly acclaimed recording of the complete string quartets of Béla Bartók. 

 Mr.  Kaplanek  has  collaborated  with  such  notable  musicians  as  pianists  David  Braid,  Leopoldo  Erice,  Vladimir 
 Feltsman,  Janina  Fialkowska  Francine  Kay,  Lev  Natochenny,  Jamie  Parker  Stéphan  Sylvestre,  cellists  Marc 
 Johnson,  Antonio  Lysy  Paul  Pulford,  Tsuyoshi  Tsutsumi,  and  clarinetist  James  Campbell  amongst  others.  He  is 
 frequently  heard  on  CBC  Radio  and  NPR.  He  has  made  solo  appearances  with  the  Kitchener-Waterloo, 
 Hamilton,  Peterborough  and  CBC  Vancouver  Symphonies  and  was  a  featured  soloist  at  the  Weill  Recital  Hall  at 
 Carnegie Hall. 

 Jerzy  Kapłanek  was  born  in  Poland  in  1965.  His  music  education  started  at  the  age  of  six  on  piano  and  at  the 
 age  of  ten  he  began  his  violin  studies.  In  1984,  he  received  a  Bachelor  of  Music  degree  from  the  Conservatory 
 in  Bytom.  In  1990,  he  graduated  with  a  Master’s  Degree  in  Musical  Arts  from  the  prestigious  Karol  Szymanowski 
 Academy  of  Music  in  Katowice.  There,  he  studied  with  the  distinguished  teachers  Janusz  Skramlik,  Aureli 
 Błaszczok and Stanisław Lewandowski 

 In  1987-88  he  studied  with  Efim  Boico  and  the  Fine  Arts  Quartet  at  the  Chamber  Music  Institute  in  Milwaukee, 
 Wisconsin.  In  1989-90,  he  was  a  student  of  Sylvia  Rosenberg  in  New  York  City  and  in  1990-91  he  studied  with 
 Daniel  Heifetz,  the  Guarneri  String  Quartet  and  its  violinists,  Arnold  Steinhardt  and  John  Dalley.  Pursuing  his 
 interest in performance practice, Mr. Kapłanek also worked with the pioneer of baroque violin, Jaap Schroeder. 

 Jerzy  Kapłanek  is  presently  an  Associate  Professor  at  Wilfrid  Laurier  University  in  Waterloo,  Ontario,  Canada, 
 where  since  1991  he  has  been  teaching  violin  and  chamber  music.  He  frequently  gives  master  classes  in 
 Canada and abroad. 



 Jennifer Martyn (Toronto, ON) 
 Workshop: Violin Masterclass, Group classes 

 Canadian  violinist  Jennifer  Martyn  enjoys  a  busy  career  as  performer,  teacher, 
 and  researcher.  She  holds  degrees  in  violin  performance  from  the  University  of 
 Toronto  (BMus,  DMA),  and  Mannes  College  (MMus)  in  New  York  City.  Dr. 
 Martyn’s  research  has  centred  on  the  life  and  career  of  the  nineteenth-century 
 Swedish  violinist  and  composer  Amanda  Maier  and  she  has  received  numerous 
 awards  for  her  work,  including  the  Ontario  Graduate  Scholarship  and  the 
 Palmeson  Graduate  Fellowship  in  Violin.  Jennifer  has  presented  lecture-recitals 
 about  her  research  in  Ottawa,  Toronto,  and  Calgary,  and  in  2017  performed  the 
 Canadian premiere of Amanda Maier’s 1891 piano quartet. 

 Dr.  Martyn’s  performance  career  has  taken  her  across  Canada,  as  well  as  to 
 Europe  and  Asia.  She  has  performed  with  the  National  Arts  Centre  Orchestra, 
 the  Hamilton  Philharmonic  Orchestra,  the  Kingston,  Ottawa,  and  Windsor 
 Symphonies,  l’Ensemble  Prisme,  Duo  Felice,  and  the  Talisker  Players,  including 

 two  programs  in  their  acclaimed  Journeys  in  Words  and  Music  chamber  music  series.  Dr.  Martyn  has  been  a 
 guest  concertmaster  with  several  orchestras,  most  recently  the  North  York  Concert  Orchestra  and  the  University 
 of Toronto Symphony Orchestra. 

 Dr.  Martyn  is  a  sought-after  teacher  and  adjudicator,  and  especially  loves  to  work  with  children.  She  has  taught 
 at  the  University  of  Toronto  and  Etobicoke  Suzuki  Music,  and  was  a  founding  faculty  member  of  Ottawa  Suzuki 
 Strings  where  she  had  a  studio  of  over  thirty  students  of  all  ages.  Presently,  Dr.  Martyn  is  teaching  at  the  North 
 York Suzuki School of Music. 

 Elena Spanu (Toronto, ON) 
 Workshop: Violin Masterclass, Group classes 

 Elena  Spanu  started  playing  the  violin  at  the  tender  age  of  three.  She 
 began  her  studies  at  the  Royal  Conservatory  of  Music  in  Toronto  Ontario. 
 She  continued  to  develop  her  skills  at  Western  University  where  she 
 received  a  Bachelor  of  Musical  Arts.  It  is  there  that  she  discovered  her 
 interest  in  Baroque  violin  performance  and  moved  on  to  pursue  an  Artists 
 Diploma  in  the  subject  while  at  the  University  of  Toronto  under  the  direction 
 of Jeanne Lamon and other members of Tafelmusik. 

 Elena  currently  holds  the  chair  of  principal  second  violin  with  the  North  York 
 Concert  Orchestra  and  plays  regularly  with  the  Niagara  Symphony.  As  a  freelancer,  she  also  plays  with 
 orchestras and chamber groups in and out of Toronto. 

 Elena  has  always  enjoyed  listening  to  the  sounds  and  grooves  of  folk  music,  finding  it  to  be  uplifting  and 
 energizing.  The  isolation  period  of  the  pandemic  created  a  space  for  herto  master  her  favourite  tunes  and 
 explore  the  genres  of  Old  Time  and  Irish  music.  Her  latest  project  includes  a  musical  duo  with  Old  Time  fiddler, 
 Tony Alan. Together they recreate Old Time tunes and tune them into beautifully harmonized gems. 



 Elena  is  a  trained  Suzuki  violin  instructor  and  Creative  Ability  Development  coach.  She  directs  the  Toronto 
 Suzuki  Studio  and  is  a  faculty  member  at  the  North  York  Suzuki  School  of  Music.  She  received  her  training 
 though  the  Southwestern  Ontario  Suzuki  Institute  (SOSI)  and  the  Suzuki  School  of  Guelph’s  2  year  pedagogy 
 course affiliated with Laurier University. 

 Enrichment Clinician 

 Arun Pal (Brampton, ON) 
 Workshop: Enrichment 

 “Arun  Pal  oozes  talent”,  “Arun  is  just  as  engaging  a  singer  and  piano 
 player  as  he  is  as  a  percussionist”  (Michael  Barclay),  “To  say  Arun  Pal 
 is  prodigiously  talented  is  an  understatement”  (Errol  Nazareth  –  CBC 
 Radio  1),  “Pal’s  evolved  melodic  content  supports  David  Earle’s  intent. 
 It  also  lends  emotional  texture  to  it’s  most  lyrical  moment”  (National 
 Post). 

 Arun  is  one  of  the  most  talented  and  diverse  artists  in  Canada.  He 
 has  produced,  recorded  and  engineered  close  to  50  albums  including 
 artists  like  Delaney  Jane,  Matt  Osborne,  snack!  and  many  others. 

 Arun  has  also  collaborated  with  the  most  revered  modern  dance  choreographers  in  Canada  composing 
 compelling  orchestral  works,  playing  live  with  his  piano-drumming-singing  at  the  same  time  set  up  and 
 work-shopping movement and rhythm at Universities and Arts Schools. 

 His  more  recent  Before  Now  Always  music  series  displays  Arun’s  full  multi-instrumental  talents  featuring  his 
 incredible  drumming  and  piano  skills,  his  voice,  his  prolific  com-positional  skills  whether  it  be  his  solo  acoustic 
 guitar  and  singing  repertoire,  his  eclectic  full  band  material,  his  one-man-band  sets  (known  as  “the  man  with  4 
 HANDS”) or his rhythmic orchestral pieces. 

 Arun  has  been  grateful  to  perform  or  open  for  many  talents  like  Amanda  Martinez,  Luke  Doucet,  Bob  Egan  from 
 Blue  Rodeo,  Matt  Osborne,  snack!,  Juno  nominated  artists  Eccodek  and  Alysha  Brilla,  the  Skydiggers,  David 
 Usher/Moist  and  he  is  also  honoured  to  regularly  collaborate  with  Order  of  Canada  winner  David  Earle.  He  has 
 also  frequented  venues  such  as  CTV’s  Canada  AM,  Ontario  Place,  Center  in  the  Square,  Festival  of  Friends, 
 Hillside  Festival,  The  River  Run  Center,  Nashville  and  The  Canada  Summer  Games  and  had  his  music 
 performed  throughout  France,  the  US  and  Canada.  With  a  long  history  of  musical  excellence  Arun  was 
 honoured to receive the KW Arts Award for Music in 2005. 


